30 RECOLLECTIONS OF A REBEL REEFER from the yoke of naval discipline and detained on board a man-of-war where every movement was regulated by orders. Naturally it was not long before pandemonium broke loose. As long as the "bilged" saw the officers around, the training they had received in the last few months kept them m order; but when night came and two bells (nine o clock) were struck and the hammocks were slung, the usual rough play on the berth deck became almost a not.
To separate the goats from the sheep the   bilged   were directed to sling their hammocks as far forward as possible instead of on their customary hooks.  When taps sounded and the gruff voice of the master-at-arms bellowed his usual warning of "Gentlemen! Silence, fore and aft!   the almost sacred order was received with derisive shouts of laughter from forward. The petty officer repeated the order, which we all well knew emanated from higher authority. There was an ominous silence as the master-at-arms retired up the hatchway.  Then suddenly, by some ingenious device of the " goats " at the order, "Let fall!" a whole row of hammocks occupied by "sheep"  came down with a crash, emptying their contents, midshipmen, blankets, and mattresses, in indescribable confusion on to the deck. Man is so near akin to monkeys that, as Rochefoucauld said, "We even take a certain amount of pleasure in the very misfortunes of our friends"; and all the boys who had escaped the disaster burst into roars of laughter which were quickly hushed by the arrival of a lieutenant on the scene. The hammocks were reslung and for a few minutes after the officer's disappearance from the scene there was silence again.  We were just dozing off when the sound of a giggle coming from forward made us sit up and take notice.  The order to keep silence was again given and received with laughter.  This brought Lieutenant, now Admiral, John H. Upshur, the executive officer, on the scene.   He ordered silence again and a "goat" answered him with a "tee-hee." The lieutenant walked a little way further forward, stoop-